Pastor Ponders
Be Here On Sunday!

I was glad when they said to me: AL
122:1 NRSV)

You may have noticed a few signs around the church which simply say: Be
Here On Sunday! More will be appearing. They are simply my effort to raise
the awareness of the importance of coming to church and worshiping God on
Sunday.

Christians gather for worship on Sunday. If you are a Jew you may gather on
Saturday. If you are a Muslim, Friday is your special day. | suppose other
religions may have other days but Christians have historically gathered to
celebrate the resurrection and worship God on Sundays.

However, in America (and | suspect other parts of the world) many who call
themselves Christians seldom show up for corporate Sunday worship. Over
my 40 years of ministry, | have heard all kinds of excuses: Pastor, the
service is too early; I just canbodt
service is too late; | have to get on with my life and just cannot wait. Or
Pastor, the music is too loud; it hurts my ears. Or Pastor, the music is too old
- fashion; | just cannot relate to it. Or Pastor, the sermons are too long and |
just cannot sit that long. Or Pastor, (you fill in
the blank).

My response is twofold. First, it is shock. Christ suffered and died on the
cross for you and you cannot be inconvenienced for him? Second, it is
surprise. Worship is not about your preference or convenience. Worship is
about the one worshippedi God. (1t déds | i ke going
party and being upset that it wasno
your birthday party!) The question should be how does God feel about the

ti me or style of worship? (ltds his

Regardless of the excuses, | want to raise the Sunday worship attendance
expectation. | believe God expects his children to worship together i God
commanded it (the Ten Commandments); Jesus modeled it (he went to the
synagogue); the scripture teaches it (Hebrews 10:25). On Sunday Christians
ought to wake up with the intention of going to church. As they back out of
their garage, the car ought to automatically steer itself (out of habit) toward
the church. (Continued on Page 3)
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| Want To Make A Difference!

Two Thousand Fifteen is going to be a great year in the life of Community Presbyterian Church! ltis a
year when we will be able to make a difference. Sometime, (hopefully) during the next twelve months, we

wi || be Acallingd a new Pastor to come and work |wit
been at work developing a description of the type o
and are beginning to do some initial phone interjvie

However, part of calling a new pastor is paying a new pastor. This past year we have been able to reduce
cost by having a part-time interim and lay pastors from our congregation. But next year we are going to
have to increase our Operation Budget by almost $30,000 (that is approximately where it was in 2013).
That means as we get ready to make a difference with our new pastor we need to ask you to begin
considering what your 2015 financial giving goal to our church will be.

Over the next month you will receive a letter in the mail about our 2015 financial needs. You will hear
people share the challenge. You will be given a 2015 Faith Promise Card. On Sunday, December 7" we
will be having Consecration Sunday when we take all of your Faith Promises and ask God to consecrate
them.

So here are some things we ask you to begin doing right now: 1) Start
praying for the 2015 financial needs of our church; 2) Start thinking
about what God will be asking you to contribute for 2015. Then when
you receive the letter and 2015 Faith Promise Card in the mail,
sometime around the middle of November, fill out the card and return it
to the church.

Join the Chancel Choir! Home Communion

If you have difficulty getting to worship regularly
and would like to have the deacons or ruling

el ders serve you the Uord
the first Sunday of each month, please call

Marci at 586-8891.
e,

Everyone is invited to join the choir!l Choir meets
every Sunday at 8:45 am for practice. Come join
the choir!

Choir Practice Resumes

Worship Leaders Needed!

Liturgists, chgivdrsganends mejssage

Communion preparers are always needed for

Sunday worship. Handbell Choir

Sign up for a date on the sheets posted in the Handbell choir meets Tuesdays at 6 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Contact: Klaus Stetzenbach, Sanctuary. All are invited to join in on the fun!
702A595/9164. Contact: Harry Taylor, (702) 601-2833.
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Session News

The Session of Community Presbyterian
Church met on October 7, 2014 for its stated
meeting at 6:30 pm, moderated by Rev. Jon
Schmick.

9 Pastor Jon reported that the new member class
had 7 in attendance and three have requested
to become members. He will follow up with the
others. We will likely welcome the new

members in November.

1 Thanksgiving service will be at 2:30 pm on
November 27th with the meal to follow.

1 The Children's Annual Christmas pageant will
be held on Dec 14th, followed by a pot-luck
meal and Santa's visit.

9 There will be two Christmas Eve services, 5 pm
and 7 pm.

1 Sanctuary improvements and A/V upgrades will
begin in January. Services on January 11 and
18 will be held in the Fellowship Hall.

f 2015 Budgets f sessi

due October 24th.

or

1 Stewardship drive is being planned for
November.

1 The ongregation has started the book series
wi t h Max Quiiléva Yoordife,,and 75
books have been ordered and distributed.
There are about 8 groups set up and have
started to meet. Everyone is pleased with the
enthusiasm the congregation has for this
project.

9 Pastor Jon shared the need for Session to
perform an evaluation of his job as Interim
Pastor. He distributed a copy of a model we can
us e, fRol e
a Relationshipo and
ways to use this model with the PNC in
selecting a new pastor. This will be shared with
them .

1 The next meeting of Session will be held at 6:30
pm, November 3, 2014 in the Library of CPC.

Renegotiati ¢n
we

(Continued from Page 1)

Please note: There are legitimate excuses not
to be in church. I do not believe God intends to
dump a lot of guilt upon us when events in life
occur that mean we cannot be with the
worshipping family. But those should be the
exception rather than the norm. The norm
should be: Be Here On Sunday!

In Christ, Pastor Jon

A 35;\.,\03/3.!‘0 o )‘

n

News from the PNC

(Pastoral Nominating Committee)

The Pastoral Nominating Committee continues
to review applications for the Solo Pastor
position and has been conducting telephone
tgrweswi)\%cg QU stpngmgge?ngl tes. glc-r\aae
eep the in your prayers as they strive to
discern which candidate is the one God has
chosen for Community Presbyterian Church.

i

NominatinG
COMMITTEE

di scu:

, T will praise the name
of God with a song;

I will magnify him
with thanksgiving.”

Psalm 69:30, NRSV
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Pumpkin Patch a Grand Success!

The annual excursion to the Judd Family Pumpkin
Patch was so much fun! There were about 42 youth
and adults who enjoyed a fabulous time on a sunny,
warm Saturday October 4™ Children had a chance to
go out in the fields to find their perfect pumpkin and
then returned to the Judd farmhouse yard for games,
snacks and ending with a hayride. This annual event
is a wonderful bonding opportunity for members
young and older to get together and share laughter
and love. The older youth ended the day with a sleep
-over at the Johnson family ranch in Paragonah; we
offer many thanks to Linda and Penny for
coordinating that evening!

Praying hands

(7/ One way to show our thankfulness is to bow \
R ?’

our heads, fold our hands and pray to God. t?

Directions: Complete Colossians 4:2 (NIV) by selecting one word on the left hand then
one on the right and so on. Go back and forth, using the word blanks as a guide.

Wi atchful

AIN ‘T Sueissojo)
‘Ipjueyy pue nyypyem Suraq “1akeid o} S9A[ISINOA 9043 1OMSUY

Christmas Pageant Time is Coming Soon!

The Childrenbés Ministr
December 14" as the date for the Christmas
Pageant for this year. Session has approved
this date and an all-church pot-luck dinner will
follow in the Fellowship Hall. With luck, we will
also arrange for a visit from Santa Claus for the
little children! As in past years, the Pageant will
be performed at the 10 AM service and we

want children, youth and adults of all ages to
participate and assi st
production. We have not yet chosen a theme
but please do not let that stop you from coming
forward and volunteering your ideas and talents
for the program! We so appreciate the
creativity of our church family! Call or contact
Lynne Brown or Nancy Osborn if you wish to

Clidrens
Proqmm

“We're going to my Grandma’s on Thursday
to pig out ... and also be thankful.”
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Please Pray For é

Emmi Ewing, health
Audrey Coe, health
Louise Vredenburg, health
Cliff Hoppus, health

Gordon Swain, health

|
|
|
i
|
I Lynne Brown, health

i Jerry Russell, health > )

. J

i Lee Bechtel, health In

i Jan Ackart, bereaved N%e}e)d

i Linda Ahlstrom, bereaved oL Frayer

i Gordon & Susan Swain, bereaved

The Prayer Chain

Community Presbyterian Church has a very active
prayer chain. Prayer requests are sent to the
prayer chain members (currently numbering about
70) by email immediately after they are received. If
you would like to place a particular request on the
prayer chain, please call or email the church office
(586- 8891, office@cedarpres.org.) The backup
contact is Patt Behrens (patt@infowest.com,
586/A3349.).

: Please Note! :
Newsletter Deadline for December isy
I Early! I
| November 10th! I
L e e e e e e e e

Community Presbyterian
Financial Update

2014 Budget $200,850.00
Income: (9/30/14) $128,132.16
Expenses: (9/30/14) $117,938.92
Balance: (9/310/14) $10,193.24

Thank you for your
and for your generous support of Community
Presbyterian ministries.

r
st ewarf

From Your Deacons

If any friend and or family needs help, assistance or
an ear to listen to, call any deacons.

Dondét forget the deacon
up soon. With your donations they are able to feed
many needy families. Contributions may be given to
any Deacon or placed in an envelope marked
Deacon Basket. If you have a special request or
wish to be placed on the
basket list, please contact
any Deacon. =

If you do not have an
assigned Deacon, please
contact Marci Beck at
586-8891.

»,

e i

S0

Thgngore

SN

Rich Bontadelli, Moderator

Thanksgiving Day Worship and
Dinner!
Thursday, November 27
Worship 2:30 pm
Potluck Dinner Follows

The Church Life Committee will provide the
main dish and drinks. Please bring a dish to
share!

Come and give thanks to the LORD!

Financial Assistance Available

Community Presbyterian members and friends are
minded that there i |m| ted assistance ayailable
1 Rurch o

emergency. Confidentiality is strictly observed.

Please call or email the church office for more

information (586-8891, office@cedarpres.org.)
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